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PARTICIPANT’S GUIDE 
Move Forward in Faith 

God has power in your circumstances. 
  

     

  

The Hebrew nation had come to the edge of the land of promise, a land given 
to them by God. But they retreated. They withdrew their forces. They 
evacuated. And for 40 years they wandered in the desert, defeated in their 
minds by an enemy that never fired a single shot or mounted a campaign 
against them.  

Now 40 years later, the Hebrew nation and their leader, Joshua, were back on 
the brink of the Promised Land. Ready for retirement, no doubt Joshua was 
apprehensive about taking on a major military campaign against a formidable 
foe.  

This study will challenge you to put your faith into action, to live in the present       
rather than the past, and to recognize God and his power in your 
circumstances. 

  

                

 
Scripture: 

Joshua 1:1–7, 9, 18  
 

Based on: 
“Journey of a Faith Walker,” Series Builder by Rick Ezell, PREACHING TODAY SERMONS 
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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 
The Hebrews were outmanned and outnumbered by a daunting opposition. Living off the 
desert for 40 years, they were in no condition to assemble a major military campaign. Taking 
the land looked as improbable as the island nation of Britain winning against the mighty 
onslaught of the German juggernaut in World War 2. If the truth were known, the rank and file 
Hebrew would rather evacuate than mount a charge. 

But, wars are not won by evacuations. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 
Teaching point one: Live in the present, not in the past. 

Teaching point two: Affirm the presence of God in your circumstances. 

[Q] With which statement do you find yourself agreeing most:  
1) God expects more of me than I can handle.  
2) I can’t wait to find out what God has planned next for me. 
3) I am more prepared today than I was in the past for whatever comes my way. 
4) I am fearful of attempting things beyond my ability. 

Teaching point three: Rely on God’s power to fulfill his commands. 

Teaching point four: Moving forward in faith requires action. 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 
Inadequate as Joshua felt, he took action. In spite of the dangers ahead, he was a faith walker. 
He moved forward and received the blessings that awaited him. A poem by Patrick Overton 
says it best: 

When you walk to the edge of all the light you have 
And take that step into the darkness of the unknown 
You must believe that one of two things will happen: 
Either there will be something solid for you to stand on 
Or God will teach you how to fly. 

—Study by Rick Ezell, with JoHannah Reardon 

 


