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THE CHURCH AND I  

 

The New Testament Church: a gathering of the body of Christ: 

 

“Now you are no longer strangers to God and foreigners to heaven, but 

you are members of God’s very own family,… and you belong in God’s 

household with every other Christian.”  (Ephesians 2:19 – NLB) 

 

“In Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to 

all the others.”  Romans 12:5 

 

Church Membership: to equip the saints for the work of ministry, the 

building up of the body of Christ…(Ephesians 4:12) 

 

 

1. Romans 12:4-5 

 

“For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not 

have the same function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members of one another.” 

 

 



 

 

 

2. 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 

 

“For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of 

that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For by one 

Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, 

whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 

For in fact the body is not one member but many…  But now God has set 

the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased.  And if 

they were all one member, where would the body be?  But now indeed 

there are many members, yet one body … But God composed the body, 

having given greater honor to that part which lacks it,  that there should be 

no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care 

for one another.  And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; 

or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. Now you are 

the body of Christ, and members individually.” 

 

     3. Acts 2: 41-42 Gives us the proper pattern for church membership 

“Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 

thousand were added to their number that day. They devoted 

themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer.” 



 

 

 

Church Commitment is a vital step in establishing your commitment to 

Christ and to His goals for your life. 

 

Some Benefits Of Membership 

 

1. It places you under the spiritual protection of godly leaders. 

 

“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for 

your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and 

not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. “ 

(Hebrews 13:17) 

 

“Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which 

He purchased with His own blood.” 

(Acts 20:28-29) 

  

2. It provides a spiritual family to support and encourage you in your 

walk with Christ. 

 

“Dear brothers and sisters, if another Christian is overcome by some sin, 

you who are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto 



 

 

the right path. And be careful not to fall into the same temptation yourself. 

 Share each other's troubles and problems, and in this way obey the law of 

Christ.” 

(Galatians 6:1-2 – NLT) 

 

“Think of ways to encourage one another to outbursts of love and good 

deeds. And let us not neglect our meeting together, as some people do, 

but encourage and warn each other, especially now that the day of his 

coming back again is drawing near.”  (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

 

3. It gives you a place to discover and use their gifts in ministry. 

“There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.  There are differences of 

ministries, but the same Lord.   And there are diversities of activities, but it 

is the same God who works all in all.  But the manifestation of the Spirit is 

given to each one for the profit of all:  for to one is given the word of 

wisdom through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge through 

the same Spirit,  to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healings by the same Spirit,  to another the working of miracles, to 

another prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another different 

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  But one 

and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 

individually as He wills…  And God has appointed these in the church: first 

apostles, second prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of 



 

 

healings, helps, administrations, varieties of tongues.  Are all apostles? 

Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles?  Do all 

have gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But 

earnestly desire the best gifts.  (1 Corinthians 12:4-12 28-31) 

4. It provides the structure for Effective Spiritual Growth. 

It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 

evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's 

people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until 

we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and 

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, 

and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning 

and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, speaking the 

truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, 

Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 

supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does 

its work. (Ephesians 4:11-16) 

The Church is not perfect. The church is a hospital where we come to be 

bandaged, strengthened, and equipped in order to help others get 

bandaged, strengthened and equipped. As a body of believers we learn not 

to bounce around from problem to problem (4:14), but instead we learn 

how to solve problems God’s way and also learn to grow together… 



 

 

      5. It gives you the accountability you need to remain spiritually healthy. 

“Submitting to one another in the fear of God.”  (Ephesians 5:21) 

 

“Confess your trespasses (sins) to one another, and pray for one another, 

that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man 

avails much.”   (James 5:16) 

 

What Benefits Can I Expect from Becoming A Member Of The Streams 

Church 

 

We Are Family!  As a family we worship together, fellowship together, learn 

together, understand how to serve together, and share the good news together! 

 

WORSHIP (Congregation) 

Helps you focus on God.  It prepares you spiritually and emotionally for the week 

ahead. 

 

FELLOWSHIP (Congregation, Special Events & Activities) 

Helps you face life’s problems by providing the support and encouragement of 

other Christians. 

 

DISCIPLESHIP (Classroom, Midweek Connect, Fast Track, Small Groups) 

 



 

 

 

Helps you fortify your faith by learning the truth of God’s Word and applying 

biblical principles to your lifestyle. 

 

MINISTRY (Classroom, Midweek Connect, Fast Track) 

Helps you find and develop your talents and use them in serving others. 

 

EVANGELISM (Community/Drive by Prayer Vigils) 

Helps you fulfill your mission of reaching your friends, family and others for 

Christ. 


