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PART 1 

Identify the Current Issue 
Everyone loves an underdog. It’s a delight when the unexpected happens and the one least 
likely to shine does. God turns our sensibilities topsy-turvy when he chooses to use Rahab. 

God loves to turn things upside-down. He selects the most unexpected people to work with. He 
specializes in using the rejects of society, the broken and flawed, the down and out. Consider 
how God used Abraham, a liar; Moses, a murderer; David, an adulterer; Peter, the denier; Saul, 
a killer. The list goes on and on. God works through the most ordinary and unlikely people who 
are on the edge of social respectability.  

Knowing that’s how God works is reassuring. It gives us hope. It gives us possibility. 

PART 2 

Discover the Eternal Principles 
Teaching point one: God delights in using the weak to accomplish his 
purposes. 

Teaching point two: God works today just as he did in the past. 

Teaching point three: God wants to use you. 

PART 3 

Apply Your Findings 
The story of Rahab does not end at Joshua 2. Notice the following: 

1. Rahab survived the battle of Jericho and became a member of the Israelite community.

2. Matthew 1 chronicles the ancestors of Jesus Christ. Rahab is on that list.

3. Jewish tradition holds that Rahab was one of the four most beautiful women who ever
lived.

—Study by Rick Ezell, with JoHannah Reardon 
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How Flawed Rahab Saved a Nation 

God delights in using the weak to accomplish his purposes. 

When American novelist William Faulkner was asked about the literary people 
he associated with, Faulkner shrugged his shoulders and said he didn’t know 
any literary people. “The people I know are other farmers and horse people 
and hunters, and we talk about horses and dogs and guns and what to do 
about this hay crop or this cotton crop, not about literature,” he said. 

Likewise, God seems most interested in people who are unpretentious and 
have known desperation and defeat. They are flawed and wounded and appear 
to have nowhere to turn. They pray desperate prayers. They hold onto 
shattered dreams. They are trapped by wrong choices. They are estranged 
from society, often rejected. They are like Rahab. 

This study demonstrates that God delights in using the weak to accomplish his 
purposes. 

Scripture: 
Joshua 2 

Based on: 
“Journey of a Faith Walker,” Series Builder by Rick Ezell, PREACHING TODAY SERMONS 
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