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BACK TO BASICS 
 
Lesson 4: Be Generous 

Bible: 2 Corinthians 9:1-15 
Bottom Line: God wants you to give generously to others what He generously gives to 

you.  

Main Question: What or how can you give this week in a meaningful way to others? 
Habit/Tool: Cup of Change 

 
 
 
OPENING GAME: GUMMY BEAR GIVEAWAY 
 
SUPPLIES 
 

• Gummy Bears 
o Cheaper option: purchase a bulk bag and small, plastic zipper lock bags 

that you can put smaller amounts in. 
o Easier option: Purchase a big bag of individual-sized bags of gummy 

bears 
• Enough plastic disposable food-handling gloves to have one pair per student 
• Fun background theme music:  

o The Gummy Bear Song (02:43) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=astISOttCQ0 

o Gummibears Techno Version (03:12) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rR6hrcUOq-M 

 
For this game, everyone needs to wear plastic, disposable food-handling gloves 
because we are going to play with candy that can be eaten when the game is done. 

 
Pass out the gloves and have students put them on while you give the remainder of 
instructions. 

 
While I am giving these instructions, leaders are going to set one bag of gummy bears 
next to you (or under your seat). 

 
Do not do anything with this bag until I am done giving instructions—don’t even open it. 

 
When I am done with these instructions, a fun song will start playing. 

 
Then, you’ll have about three minutes to complete the following challenge. 

 
You will open the bag of gummy bears and pick one flavor or color you want to collect. 
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But to do that, you have to give away all the other colors. 
 
You will play the entire game with one hand closed in a fist and the other hand open.  

 
Ask students to mimic you as you demonstrate. 

 
You can put one gummy bear of any color you want to give away in your open hand. 

 
All of the rest stay in your closed fist. 

 
You will ask anyone if they would like the color you are offering. 

 
Here are the rules of those exchanges: 

 
• No one is allowed to ASK for a specific color. 

 
• You can NOT change the color you are offering. 

 
• You do NOT have to exchange gummy bears. When someone offers you a 

gummy bear, you either say, “Yes, please!” or “No, thank you.” 
 

• When someone offers you a gummy bear, you don’t have to give them the one in 
your open hand unless you want to. The way that would work is once you have 
taken the bear they are offering, you would then offer your bear of choice to 
them. Then they would either say, “Yes, please!” or “No, thank you.” 

 
At the end of three minutes, we’ll see how many gummy bears you have been able to 
give away and how many you have collected of the color you wanted. 

 
One more thing: you must give away your bears to at least three different people—
keeping in mind you can only give away one bear at a time. 

 
Ready?! 
 
Go! 

 
At the end of the song or a three-minute timer, say the following: 

 
Now, it does NOT matter how many you were able to collect in your chosen color or 
flavor. 

 
The winner of this game is the person who was able to successfully give away the most 
gummy bears to other people. 

 
Award the person as the winner who has none or the least left besides the color they 
were trying to collect. 
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You could reward them with their own big bag of gummy bears.  
 
And, remember to tell everyone they can now eat their own gummy bears.  
 
The plastic gloves were to help keep from spreading germs. 
 
 
 
TEACH 
 
You were probably not expecting the outcome of the game to be that way. 

 
Most games are all about the points you can earn by the items you collect, and often 
you can seek out and ask other players or characters in the game for what you are 
seeking. 

 
However, in this game, it was all about what you could give away to others. 

 
Generosity, instead of greed, decided who was the winner. 

 
As difficult as this was in the game, it is even more difficult in life. 

 
People say it is better to give than to receive, but I really love receiving gifts. 

 
Don’t get me wrong; I like to give to other people too. 

 
But it is easier for me to be greedy and selfish than it is to be generous and self-less. 

 
I even have an Amazon wish-list of gifts I would like to receive. 

 
If you want to buy me a gift, it’s easy to see what I would love to receive. 

 
However, I haven’t created am Amazon wish-list of gifts I would like to get for my family 
members. 

 
It’s not that I can’t do that. 

 
It’s just that I haven’t. 
 
What about you? 

 
I know some of you are really good at making or purchasing gifts for others—especially 
your family and friends. 

 
But outside of holidays and special events, how well do we give? 
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Do we only give when we feel guilty or when someone asks us to? 
 
And why should we give? 
 
Does generosity really matter to God, or is it just something the church says to get 
people to give money so the church can pay its bills? 

 
Let’s look at a letter Paul wrote to a church in Corinth. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 9, Paul is writing to this church and talking about what he calls a 
“ministry of generosity.”  

 
Let’s read verses 7-11 and see if we can learn from what he has to say: 

 
You must each decide in your heart how much to give.  
And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure.  
“For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.”  
And God will generously provide all you need.  

 
Then you will always have everything you need  
and plenty left over to share with others. 
As the Scriptures say,  
“They share freely and give generously to the poor.    
Their good deeds will be remembered forever.”  

 
For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer  
and then bread to eat.  

 
In the same way, he will provide and increase your resources  
and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you. 

 
Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that  
you can always be generous.  
And when we take your gifts to those who need them,  
they will thank God. 

 
2 Corinthians 9:7-11, New Living Translation 

 
Verse 7 is the heart of this passage. 

 
“God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” 

 
In our gummy bear game, you may not have always been “cheerful” when you were 
giving.  
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But in life, that is the attitude Jesus wants us to have whether we are giving our time, 
talent, or money. 

 
Verse 8 might seem strange now, but even in junior high we need to remember that 
God is the One who provides all that we need. 

 
And He is the One who gives generously to us so that we are able to give to other 
people. 

 
What God gives generously to you, He wants you to give generously to others. 

 
When we do that, we are allowing our generosity to reflect how God cares and provides 
for other people. 

 
Verse 11 wraps it all up.  

 
Sometimes, people will mistakenly thank us and think this generosity is just about the 
kind of person we are. 

 
However, as we get the chance to explain what we are doing and people see that it is 
more than just a person’s random act of kindness, they will thank the true source of the 
generosity: God! 

 
Your generosity can lead to someone worshipping, or at least praying and thanking 
God! 

 
How cool is that?! 

 
PERSONAL CHALLENGE 

 
That big principle should be making sense by now. 

 
And I know some of you are thinking if we play that game again, you have a strategy for 
how you might win next time. 

 
But you can’t do that, because you wouldn’t be giving with a cheerful heart, but rather 
trying to selfishly win. 

 
See how sneakily greed can corrupt what starts out as generosity?! 

 
The way to fight this is by being generous! 

 
So, think about what you have planned this week. 

 
Who are you going to see? 
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What are you going to do? 
 

Where are you going to go? 
 

Then, pick one person at one place this week to whom you can be generous. 
 

Think about it: What or how can you give this week in a meaningful way to others? 
 

And remember, this is not so they will thank you or give you credit. 
 

This is so you can be the generous person God wants you to be and so that—
eventually—they will thank God for how He truly provides for each of us. 

 
When it comes to giving financially, we often think we don’t have much to give as junior 
high students. 

 
This week, we want to challenge you to get a cup and make it your Cup of Change. 

 
When you have change, put it in the cup.  
 
You don’t have to put all of your money in there. 
 
Just put what you generously want to give others in the cup. 

 
Then, you can take that change to a change-counting machine or to your bank and turn 
it into a simpler set of dollar bills! 

 
Suddenly, your cup of change will become a cup that helps bring change because of 
your generosity. 

 
So, find a cup at home today and start putting change in it that you can use to help 
change lives. 
 
That may not seem like much to you. 

 
But imagine if each of us collected change in our cups for the next four weeks. 

 
And what if, instead of just putting in extra change from when we have spent money, we 
put in money sacrificially over the next four weeks. 

 
It could be simple. 

 
Thinking of getting a milkshake, Frappuccino, or similar treat? 

 
Give that up and put whatever it would have cost into the cup. 
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Thinking about going to a movie? 
 

During the next four weeks, put what you would have spent on a ticket into your cup. 
 

Hungry for a burger, taco, or some other kind of fast food? 
 

Decide to eat something around the house and put the money you would have spent 
into your cup. 

 
If you are creative, you may even find ways to involve your family and friends to help 
them contribute to your Cup of Change. 

 
One Cup of Change may not seem like it could have much impact. 

 
But imagine what all the Cups of Change could do from everyone in our group, our 
friends, and our family after we collect and save for the next four weeks! 

 
I get excited just thinking about all the possibilities! 

 
In fact, let’s take that excitement, dreams, and even questions and head into our small 
groups! 
 
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. What is your favorite candy? (and favorite flavor if applicable) 

2. What is the best gift you have ever received? Given? (why for each) 

3. Share with us a time someone was cheerfully generous to you and how that 
helped you out—whether they gave their time, talents or money. 

4. When will you have time in this next week to give generously? Is this 
something you could do on a weekly basis? (Why or why not?) 

5. How could you use your talents to be cheerfully generous? 

6. How can you be cheerfully generous to others with your money? (If you don’t 
have much money, how can you be creative in finding ways to get money—
legally, of course.) 

7. Sometimes, we need friends to help us accomplish big challenges and to 
hold us accountable to make sure we actually do what we say we are going 
to do. What friends do you have (here, at school, or in your neighborhood) 
who can help keep you accountable in your goal of helping others through 
your generosity? 
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8. If we take Paul’s words seriously in verse 8, we’ll remember that God has 
been, and will continue to be, taking care of us. Can you think of at least one 
way God has provided for you or your family? Share that and then we’ll take 
a few minutes to pray and thank God for all the ways He provides for us. 

9. Share one concern/worry/question you have when it comes to being 
“cheerfully generous” with others and then we’ll take time to pray for each 
other. 

10. Social media is another way God may end up being thanked or worshipped if 
you chose to be generous by encouraging others through your words. Give a 
few examples of how you might use different social media tools to praise and 
celebrate God! 


