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BACK TO BASICS 
 
Week 2: Memorize Scripture 

Bible: Psalm 119:1; Matthew 4:1-10; Philippians 2:6-8 
Bottom Line: We need to fill our backpacks with Scripture. 

Main Question: What verses are you memorizing this week? 

Habit/Tool: Scripture Typer App 
 
 
 
OPENING GAME: Fill-in-the-Blanks 
 
SUPPLIES 
 

• The Fill-in-the-Blanks sheet (attached document) 
• The phrases from the sheet put on screen or read orally (instructions below) 
• Similar slides with the answers (instructions below) 
• Sheets of blank paper 
• Pens 

 
Often, when we start talking about memorizing Scripture, students give the excuse that 
they aren’t good at memorization. 

 
Although that is true with some students, most have so much more memorized than 
they realize.  

 
To help drive this point home, you’ll play a little game where they fill in the blank with 
lyrics from popular songs and lines from popular movies. 

 
We are giving you 15 options from recent movies and popular mainstream and Christian 
songs.  

 
Pick the ones your students will most likely recognize, or use them all! 

 
To make your prep simple, copy and paste the text onto black slides with white text.  

 
On the slides for the students to guess, make the text for the blanks black so it blends 
with the background and becomes invisible. 

 
You can underline the words with white if you want to show those blanks on screen. 
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We’re going to play a game today where you get to work in teams and show how much 
you know about popular music and movies. 

 
In this game, we’ll be giving you lyrics from songs and lines from movies. 

 
Each popular line will have words marked out with blanks that you need to fill in with the 
correct missing word. 

 
So, pick two friends and get into groups of three.  

 
Grab a sheet of paper and a pen and we’ll get started. 

 
When I give you the incomplete quote, write down on your paper what you believe the 
missing words are. 

 
Then, I’ll reveal the correct answer after 30 seconds.  

 
If you have it right, give your team 10 points. 

 
Show one fill-in-the-blank at a time or read them out loud.  

 
Have students write answers on their paper. 

 
The words bolded and underlined should be the blanks. 

 
After showing or reading the blanks, show or read the answers to each one. 

 
Award the team who gets the most correct! 
 
 
TEACH 
 
Modify the following to make it true for you: 

 
When I was in junior high, I became an expert at memorizing information for tests. 

 
Some subjects came easier to me than others—usually math or science. 

 
Formulas, equations, and stuff with numbers just made sense and were easy for me to 
remember. 

 
For other subjects, I learned tricks like using flash cards or having friends quiz me. 
 
This was helpful with all the quotes we had to know for English class. 
 
Flash cards were essential to all the quizzes and tests I had in foreign language class. 
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But I always struggled with remembering names for some reason—not names of people 
from history for tests, but names of real people I would meet. 

 
I would recognize people when I saw them again, but I could not remember their 
names. 

 
Then, it just got awkward. 

 
“Hey…you…” 

 
I would try every trick to get them to use their name again instead of coming clean about 
the fact that I had forgotten it. 

 
I felt bad, but names were something that, for whatever reason, were not easy for me to 
remember. 
 
What about you? 

 
How many of you would say memorization comes easy to you? 

 
(Allow students to respond.) 

 
How many of you would say memorization is one of the hardest parts of school for you 
right now? 

 
(Allow students to respond.) 

 
Think about this: 

 
So many people will say they have a hard time memorizing things. 

 
Although this is a real problem, we just saw in our game that some of the same people 
who might say they struggle with memorization have all kind of song lyrics and movie 
quotes memorized. 

 
And even if you struggled with the game, think about things like colors, the alphabet, 
simple songs like Happy Birthday, locker combinations, and account passwords. 

 
We all have way more data memorized than we realize. 

 
Is it possible God wants us to memorize His Word by tapping into the tools that help us 
memorize all these other trivial things? 
 
In the book of Psalms, we find the longest chapter in the Bible: Psalm 119. 

 
I’m not about to challenge you to memorize it—unless you want a really good challenge. 
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But what I am going to do is draw your attention to one verse that speaks volumes 
about this topic: Psalm 119:11 

 
I have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. 

 
Psalm 119:11, New Living Translation 

 
The biggest challenge we face in life is temptation to sin. 

 
God says in this verse that reading and memorizing Scripture is the best way to resist 
temptation. 

 
But we can do better than memorizing just one line in this poetic book of the Old 
Testament. 

 
We can look to the example of Jesus. 

 
Let’s read Matthew 4:1-10, New Living Translation: 

 
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted there by the 
devil. For forty days and forty nights he fasted and became very hungry. 
 
During that time the devil came and said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell 
these stones to become loaves of bread." 
 
But Jesus told him, "No! The Scriptures say, 'People do not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.'" 

 
Then the devil took him to the holy city, Jerusalem, to the highest point of the 
Temple, and said, "If you are the Son of God, jump off! For the Scriptures say, 
'He will order his angels to protect you. And they will hold you up with their hands 
so you won't even hurt your foot on a stone.'" 

 
Jesus responded, "The Scriptures also say, 'You must not test the LORD your 
God.'" Next the devil took him to the peak of a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. "I will give it all to you," he said, 
"if you will kneel down and worship me." 
 
"Get out of here, Satan," Jesus told him. "For the Scriptures say, 'You must 
worship the LORD your God and serve only him.’ 

 
Some of you may be familiar with this true story of how Jesus was personally tempted 
by the devil. 
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For others, it might seem like a challenge scene you would expect to see in a movie 
about Jesus. 

 
But what Matthew has shared with us is a collection of three situations Jesus faced that 
can resemble situations you or I might find ourselves in one day. 

 
Look at verses 1-4. 

 
Jesus had been fasting—going without food—for forty days.  

 
We can discuss this more later, but this is something people still practice today to help 
them focus on God.  

 
Although, most people don’t fast for nearly that long. 

 
The point is, Jesus was not only hungry, but He was also probably tired. 

 
When He was physically drained, the devil told Him to turn stones into bread for food. 

 
This doesn’t sound like anything bad. 

 
However, one of the points of fasting is to remind yourself of how much God provides 
and cares for you. 

 
Jesus knew the Scripture, Deuteronomy 8:3, which teaches how God provides for our 
needs, and those needs are greater than just physical aspects. 

 
So, Jesus did not give in to the temptation because He recognized it right away and 
trusted God to provide, even as hungry (and possibly tired) as He was. 
 
In our lives, when we are hungry,  tired, or sometimes maybe even hangry (hungry and 
angry), we can be tempted to take care of things on our own instead of waiting on God. 

 
Knowing this Scripture helped Jesus in that situation just like it can help us when we are 
tempted. 

 
Now the devil gets clever. 

 
Look at verse five. 

 
He tells Jesus to jump off the highest point of the temple. 

 
The devil then quotes Psalm 91:11-12, referencing how God protects and cares, trying 
to use that as a support for what he had just asked Jesus to do. 
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Jesus knew that even though all Scripture is important, there is one important thing to 
keep in mind with the Bible: 

 
You have to pay attention to much more than just a few words in a sentence or 
two. 

 
You need to understand who wrote what you are reading, why they wrote it, and when 
they wrote it—context. 

 
And even if you don’t know the answers, you can read a whole chapter—or even 
better—the whole book where those sentences are found so that you can put the verses 
into context. 

 
The devil was quoting Psalm 91, which is all about not having fear and trusting in God 
to provide for and protect those He loves. 

 
It is not about being able to do stunts or letting God jump in to fix the foolish choices 
we’ve made. 

 
There was no reason to jump off the highest point of the temple. 

 
That wouldn’t be trusting God as much as it would be testing God.  

 
That is not at all what this verse is about, especially when you read all of Psalm 91. 
 
When Jesus heard the devil quote Psalm 91, he quoted Deuteronomy 6:16, showing 
that He knew not to tempt God. 

 
No Bible verse, when read in context, will ever go against the most important 
principles in the Bible. 
 
Jesus was able to resist the temptation to test God because He knew this verse was 
about God caring for us and, more importantly, that the Bible clearly teaches we are not 
supposed to test God. 

 
Finally, the devil tempted Jesus in verses 8-9 by telling Jesus He could be in charge of 
the whole world, or have great power, if He would worship and serve the devil. 
But once again, Jesus knew Scripture. 

 
He quoted Deuteronomy 6:13 that teaches we are to serve God only—no one and 
nothing else. 

 
And I know that when some of you hear all of this, you’re thinking, “Yeah, but Jesus 
knew all these verses because He was God.” 

 
That’s easy to think, but it’s not true. 
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Look at Philippians 2:6-8. 
 

In these verses, Paul—a follower of Jesus—describes what God did when He came to 
earth in human form as Jesus. 

 
Though he was God he did not think of equality with God as something to cling 
to. Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a 
slave and was born as a human being. 
 
When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God and 
died a criminal’s death on a cross. 

 
Philippians 2:6-8, New Living Translation 

 
Jesus didn’t know all this stuff about the Bible because He was God. 

 
He had vast biblical knowledge because He grew up like any normal, human Jewish 
boy listening to, memorizing, and learning Scripture. 

 
It was common for boys in His day to have the first five books of the Old Testament 
memorized. 

 
Again, we’re not giving you a massive challenge like that today. 
 
But, we do want you to see that memorizing Scripture is something that was important 
to Jesus and an example for us—not something He was supernaturally able to do. 
 
 
PERSONAL CHALLENGE 
 
Think about your school day for a moment. 

 
I know no one wants to think about school on the weekend! 

 
But, when you leave your house in the morning, you probably grab your backpack so 
you have everything you need for the day. 

 
What if you grabbed your 3rd grade sister’s backpack instead of yours? 

 
How would your day go? 

 
Probably not well. 

 
Why? 

 
Because you wouldn’t have the supplies you need for the day. 
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Think about your mind as if it were a backpack. 
 

Do you have enough Scripture packed so that you have what you need to face the 
day? 

 
Some of you may be thinking, “Haven’t you heard of Google?” 

 
Yes, in today’s world it’s easy to look up Scripture online, or on an app installed on your 
mobile device, or even in a printed Bible. 

 
However, it’s those “in the moment” times where you just don’t have time to look up 
Scripture. 

 
You either know it or you don’t. 

 
When someone is questioning some of your behaviors that are different from everyone 
else’s, do you know enough Scripture to explain why you act that way? 

 
If someone quotes a couple verses to you to explain something, do you have a mental 
collection of Scripture that is large enough to know if what they are saying is being used 
in the correct context? 

 
When a friend is having a really bad day and needs some encouragement, do you have 
only your own words or do you have some truth from Scripture that you can share to 
deeply encourage them? 

 
Do you have enough Scripture packed away so that you have what you need to 
face the day? 

 
Do you remember me saying that I found ways in junior high to help learn what didn’t 
come easy to me? 

 
Well, I have found a tool that can help you with Scripture memory called Scripture 
Typer. 

 
You can find it at https://scripturetyper.com. 

 
This digital tool works on almost any digital device and helps you memorize Scripture 
with a variety of tools and options to set up competitions with your friends!  

 
So, take some time this week to play around with this tool and see if it is just what you 
were looking for to help you quote Scripture like you quote music lyrics and movie lines. 
 
Can you imagine how different our homes and the hallways of our schools would be if 
each of us had enough Scripture packed away so that we were ready to face the day? 
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What would it look like if we could explain what we believe based on the truths we find 
in Scripture instead of just what we’ve always been told or what our parents believe? 

 
How much better would your life be if you could resist temptation more because you 
already know what the Bible says and how to interpret that in light of the context of who 
wrote it and why they wrote it? 

 
I think, in all seriousness, we’d see a lot more Jesus in all of us and in all the places we 
go if we made sure we didn’t leave the house without a good supply of memorized 
Scripture. 

 
Let’s head to small groups and talk about this together. 
 
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
 Do you have a song that you love because of the lyrics? Or a song that has been 
helpful to you because of the words? 

 If I were to ask your friends if there was one particular movie they would say you 
quote lines from more than any other, which would it be?  

 When it comes to memorizing information for school, we talked about using 
flashcards and quizzing each other. What methods, apps, or processes help you 
memorize information for school? 

 This may require a bit of honesty and transparency in our group time, but would 
anyone be willing to share a time when you made a foolish decision or just said or did 
something you regretted because you were tired or hungry? 

 Explain why you agree or disagree that it’s better to know Scripture than to just 
be able to look it up. 

 Share a verse that would be helpful to know in junior high as you face the 
temptations that show up in your everyday life. 

 Let’s leave here today carrying at least one verse in our backpacks. Let’s 
memorize Psalm 119:11 together. I’ll start, and we’ll go around, each saying one word 
in the verse. Then, we’ll change direction. After we’ve gone around 4-5 times, I’ll stop 
and give a few of you a chance to say the whole thing from memory. Here we go: “I 
have hidden your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you.” 

 Have you ever seen an AD or commercial that repeated something like a phone 
number or phrase over and over and over again? It’s annoying, but they do it because it 
increases how well you’ll remember it. How could you use this concept to help you 
memorize Scripture? 

 Accountability is the process of people giving other people permission to ask 
questions and speak truth in their life to help them become better. For us as Christians, 
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we use this as a process of helping each other live more like Jesus. What are some 
ways we could use accountability to help us memorize Scripture? 

 Of all that we have learned and talked about today, what is one verse you will 
memorize this week and what is one method you will use to help you memorize it? 
(Have students write this down on an index card and turn in to you, or you can write 
their answers down on a sheet of paper. Tell them you’ll be checking in next week or 
the next time they are here to see how well they did and to help them if it was harder 
than they expected.) 


