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  accepting others

Key Scriptures: Genesis 1:26-27; Romans 15:5-7; 1 Corinthians 12:12-18

  BIBLE BASIS FOR LEADERS  

Learning to accept people who are different from us can be hard enough as adults. Dig into these Scriptures to help 
kids discover that God created all of us to be unique and different. Differences aren’t mistakes; they’re part of God’s 
amazing plan. God calls us to accept others!

Genesis 1:26-27 says that all humans were created in God’s image. After making humans, God saw that his creation 
was good. In fact, according to Genesis 1:31, he saw that it was very good. Explain that if God created us all in his 
image, then our differences are a good thing that God planned.

In Romans 15:5-7 kids learn that God wants us to live in harmony together, despite our differences. Differences can 
cause conflict, but God calls us to love and accept others as Jesus accepts each of us. Use this passage to explain 
that although accepting others doesn’t necessarily mean being friends with everyone, it does mean we’re called to 
love and treat others with respect.

In 1 Corinthians 12:12-18 Paul explains how the church is like a body—more specifically the body of Christ. 
Apparently some people in Corinth were feeling insignificant because of their gifts (1 Corinthians 12:14-20), and 
others were feeling overly important because of their gifts (1 Corinthians 12:21-26). 

Paul’s message is a great equalizer: People with gifts that seem insignificant are actually much more important 
than they may think, and people with gifts that seem more spectacular aren’t any more important than anyone 
else. “Our bodies have many parts, and God has put each part just where he wants it” (verse 18). God made us 
each uniquely and wonderfully. We need to recognize God’s amazing craftsmanship in each of us and accept the 
differences in others.

  THE LESSON AT A GLANCE  

Lesson Sequence What Kids Will Do Supplies

 1 (5 minutes) Build relationships. 
• Christian music 
• music player 
• snacks 

 2 (10-15 minutes) Play a game. 

 3 (10 minutes) Try carrying a balloon with a partner who carries it 
very differently.

• “Animal Talk” video clip (included with this  
   download)
• washable markers (red, blue, and green)
• bag of inflated balloons 
• upbeat Christian music
• music player

 4 (25 minutes) Explore similarities and differences, and see what 
the Bible says about them.

• Bibles
• large sheet of paper 
• pencils 
• paper
• scissors

 5 (5 minutes) Pray for people who are different.
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  OPENING  

Play Christian music as kids enjoy snacks and friendship. Give kids this discussion starter as they eat. Say: Find 
something unique about each person in our group—no repeats! Allow time, and then play the three-minute 
countdown included with your download to let kids know how much time is remaining. Gather kids together.

Say: Today we’re learning about accepting people who are different. Sometimes we avoid people who aren’t 
like us. To start thinking about that, let’s play a game. 

Designate one person as the Tagger. The Tagger will stand in the middle of the room and call, “All across!” All other 
players will attempt to cross from one side of the room to the other without being tagged. Those who are tagged 
become Taggers as well. Once kids who were not tagged have reached the other side, the Tagger will call, “All 
across!” again. Then the players must run back to the side they started from, passing the Tagger and those who were 
tagged on the previous crossing. Continue playing until everybody has been tagged and is in the middle of the area. 
Play again, choosing a new Tagger each time. After about 10 minutes, gather kids together.

Ask: What was it like to be a Tagger and have people avoid you?

• Think about this—you won’t need to share it out loud. In your life, maybe at school or even at church, have 
you ever stayed away from someone because they seemed different from you?

Allow about 30 seconds for kids to think.

Say: In real life, sometimes we avoid people who are different from us. Today we’ll explore what the Bible 
says about that and how we can live like Jesus did, accepting others. 

  BIBLE STUDY INTRODUCTION  

Cue the “Animal Talk” video clip.

Say: Let’s start with a game where you’ll have to work together in a funny and challenging way.

Draw a red, blue, or green dot on each person’s hand using one of three different-color markers. Be sure to have a 
fairly even representation of each color. Gather kids at one end of the room. 

Say: The goal of this game is to work with a partner to carry a balloon across the room, touch the wall, and 
bring the balloon back. Sounds easy enough, right? Well, we’ll see! If you have a red dot, you can only touch 
the balloon with your elbow. If you have a blue dot, you can only touch the balloon with your knee. If you 
have a green dot, you can only touch the balloon with your shoulder. You’ll carry the balloon three times—
two times with someone who has a different-colored dot, and one time with someone with the same-colored 
dot.  

Demonstrate how to carry a balloon by holding it between your shoulder and someone else’s elbow. Then set out the 
bag of balloons. Play upbeat music while kids play. When everyone has carried the balloon three times, gather kids 
together.

Ask: Who was easiest for you to carry the balloon with, and why? 

• How did this game remind you of trying to be friends with people who are different from you?

Say: You only have to look around the room or around your school to notice that everyone is different. 
Sometimes it seems easy to appreciate uniqueness; other times differences can provide huge challenges. 
Here’s another way to think of it.

Show the “Animal Talk” video clip.
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Ask: What would it be like if all the animals were the same? 

• What would a visit to the zoo be like?

Say: Our differences are cool, wonderful, and amazing! Today let’s dive into what the Bible says about 
accepting people who are different from us.

  BIBLE STUDY   
Say: First, think about the people in this room. God made each and every one of them! 

Help kids look up and read Genesis 1:26-27. 

Ask: What does this tell you about each person in our class? 

• What are some unique, positive things God created in our friends? 

Go around the group and guide kids to share one positive thing about each person. If kids don’t know each other well, 
point out behaviors you’ve noticed during today’s activities such as smiling or helpfulness.

Say: Even though we’re all made in God’s image, it doesn’t mean we’re all the same. Let’s look at some other 
ways we’re different.

Gather everyone around a large sheet of paper, and draw a big circle in the middle of the paper. Have kids each 
draw a smaller circle (to represent themselves) outside of the large circle. (If you have more than eight kids, do this in 
two groups.) Take turns letting each person say something he or she likes. If everyone likes that thing, write it in the 
large circle. If some people don’t like that thing, have them write what they do like in their own circle. For example, if 
everyone likes vanilla ice cream, you’d write “vanilla ice cream” in the large circle. But if some people don’t like vanilla 
ice cream, then each person would write his or her favorite ice cream flavor in his or her smaller circle. Continue until 
kids have each had a chance to share something they like.

Ask: What new things did you learn about each other from this?

• These differences are pretty minor. Are there other differences that might make you not want to be friends 
with someone? If so, what?

• Think of a time someone wouldn’t accept you or be your friend because you were diffferent. What was that 
like? 

Say: Each person is a precious creation, made by God. And God wants all of his creations to get along. Let’s 
see what the Bible tells us it’s like when people get along. As you listen or read along, look for words that tell 
you good things that happen when people accept each other and get along.

Help kids look up Romans 15:5-7. Read the passage aloud slowly so kids can absorb the words. Have kids call out 
words that jump out at them.

Ask: Why do you think God wants us to accept others?

Say: God must have known we’d have trouble accepting others sometimes. There’s another Bible passage 
that paints a cool picture of God’s family. 

Lead kids in looking up and reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-18. 

Ask: How can this passage help you accept others?

Hand out pencils, sheets of paper, and scissors, and have kids each cut out a person shape. Read 1 Corinthians 
12:12-18 aloud again. Then have kids write on the shape the names of people who they have trouble accepting. 
(It’s okay if kids each write only one name.) Then direct kids to write a few ways they can treat those people 
differently this week, based on what the Bible says.
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  C LOSING  

Say: Hold out both your hands. Imagine one is God and one is the people God has placed in your circle of 
friends and family. Fold your hands together. Pray and ask God to help you remember that when you accept 
and respect people who are different from you, you show respect for him, too. Pause while kids pray silently, 
and then close the prayer time.

Say: We’re all different by God’s own design. Of course, sometimes we forget that and treat others poorly 
because they’re different from us, because we don’t understand them, or because maybe they make us feel 
uncomfortable. It’s harder, but much more rewarding, to remember that God made each person unique for 
a reason. This week, I challenge you to accept someone who’s different from you. I challenge you to spend 
time with that person and find one reason you think God made the person uniquely different from you. You 
just might be surprised.

Find the Parent Page for this lesson included with this download. Print copies for kids to give to their parents, or send 
the file to parents via email.


