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AWKWARD  
 
Week 2: A Wee Little Man  
 
Bible: Luke 19:1-10  
 
Bottom Line: Zacchaeus had to change his posture, or position in order to see Jesus 
more clearly. Sometimes in our life our perspective is skewed, we need to change our 
approach, and when we do that we see Jesus in a whole new way. 
 
OPENING GAME: PICTIONARY… KINDA 
 
SUPPLIES 
 

• Blindfolds 
• Rope 

 
Divide the groups into teams of 6-8 people. 
 
Each group should get a rope at least 10-feet long. 
 
Everyone in the group is blindfolded, except one person selected at random. 
 
Call out a shape, and the group’s job is to make it using the rope. 
 
Students are not allowed to let go of the rope; otherwise they are out and have to start 
over. 
 
Students will become confused and frustrated as people talk over each other. 
 
To mix it up, only allow boys or girls to talk. 
 
It will be even harder, since much of the team has no idea where the other players are 
in line. 
 
To add to the game, pull a student off of the rope without them making noise, and watch 
as the team becomes concerned why a particular player is missing. 
 
The goal is to create the shape (square, shape of a fish, triangle). 
 
The team with the most correct shapes wins. 
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TEACH 
 
Tonight, we are starting Week 2 of the AWKWARD series.  
 
I want to show all of you a video. 
 
Start the talk by playing this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X7LJQJLQgaM 
 
One of the most hated people during the time of the Bible was a tax collector. 
 
Today’s message is about a tax collector named Zacchaeus. 
 
Zacchaeus was known not only for just being a tax collector, but being one of the worst, 
and someone who would always steal from others. 
 
The Bible tells us in Luke 19:3 that Zacchaeus was “small in stature.” 
 
In other words, Zaccheus was short. 
 
Have you ever felt unqualified because of something physical? 
 
Maybe you thought you weren’t good looking enough. 
 
Maybe you thought you weren’t skinny enough. 
 
Our maybe in Zacchaeus’ situation, you felt like you were too short – or too tall. 
 
What’s interesting about Zaccheus is that he made a way to see Jesus, even though he 
was too short to see over the crowds. 
 
Read Luke 19:1-3. 
 
“He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And he was seeking to see who 
Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in 
stature.” 
 
So, what did he do?  
 
Zacchaeus climbed up a sycamore tree. 
 
Zaccheus was smart because it is known that a sycamore tree grows to be 30-40 feet 
high.  
 
This allowed Zaccheus to not only see over the crowd, but to see Jesus as he was 
approaching. 
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I think some of us in this room get stuck in feeling like we aren’t good enough, and 
because of that we do nothing to change our perspective. 
 
Sure Zaccheus wasn’t the tallest guy in the world, but he found a way to climb up in a 
tree, so that he could see Jesus. 
 
We might get so caught up in our problems that we never actually try to find a solution. 
 
Zacchaeus didn’t sit there and say “oh boy, I am too short, now I can’t see Jesus” 
instead he came up with a solution to his problem. 
 
When Jesus sees Zacchaeus up in the tree, he is intrigued and calls him to come down. 
 
Imagine if Zacchaeus never had the courage to solve his problem?  
 
Jesus probably would have never called him down. 
 
Read Luke 19:5-6. 
 
“And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry 
and come down, for I must stay at your house today.”  So he hurried and came down 
and received him joyfully.” 
 
Not only did Jesus call Zacchaeus to talk to him, Jesus called him down because He 
was going to stay at Zacchaeus’ house! 
 
Wow! 
 
If Zacchaeus, even though he probably felt weird, didn’t climb up into the tree, he would 
have never had the opportunity to host Jesus in his home – this was a big deal. 
 
But when Zacchaeus hosted Jesus it wasn’t very popular amongst some of the religious 
people. 
 
Read Luke 19:7. 
 
And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man who 
is a sinner.” 
 
Because Zacchaeus was known to be a thief, many thought it was a bad thing that 
Jesus would associate himself with him. 
 
But because of Jesus being around Zacchaeus, Jesus was about to change his heart. 
 
I think often times we think we have to be perfect. 
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But, look at Zacchaeus, he was awkward! 
 
He was up in a tree when Jesus was walking down the road. 
 
The coolest thing about this passage is that we don’t really know what Jesus said to 
Zacchaeus, all we know is that when Zaccheus was with Jesus, it changed him. 
 
Read Luke 19:8-10. 
 
And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus 
said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of 
Abraham.  For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” 
 
Because Zacchaeus met Jesus his life was changed. 
 
Not only did Zacchaeus return all the money he stole from people, he gave back 4 times 
the amount! 
 
And as a result, Jesus reminds people in verse 10, that the reason why Jesus came 
was to help hurting and broken people. 
 
When you feel awkward, do you hide from God? 
 
If Zacchaeus didn’t attempt to solve his problem, He wouldn’t have ever gotten Jesus’ 
attention. 
 
Because Zacchaeus was bold, to look a little awkward, and climb up into the tree, Jesus 
was able to change his life. 
 
Many of us want Jesus to change us, but we aren’t willing to change our perspective. 
 
Sure we may think we have it all together on the outside, but on the inside there are 
things about us that we wish were different. 
 
The beautiful thing about the Gospel is Jesus knows your outside and your inside and 
yet still loves you the same. 
 
Jesus doesn’t judge you by the things you feel awkward about, but instead loves you no 
matter what. 
 
If we want to be a generation of students who live a life for Jesus, then we need to be 
more like Zaccheus. 
 
When we recognize that we might not be able to solve a problem, we need to work to 
find a solution. 
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Sometimes it will be awkward; sometimes it will be scary (imagine being in a tree 40-
feet off the ground and in front of a crowd). 
 
But, when we step out in faith, Jesus meets us. 
 
And for those in this room who know Jesus as their savior, when Jesus meets you it 
changes your life forever. 
 
 
SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 

1. Why do you think Zacchaeus wanted to see Jesus? 
 

2. What would you compare a tax collector in those times to today? 
 

3. Zacchaeus was short, which was something he was embarrassed about, are 
there things about you that you’re embarrassed about? 

 
4. Share a time where you had to solve a problem and think creatively, like 

Zacchaeus. 
 

5. What thoughts do you think were going through Zacchaeus’ head when he was 
climbing the tree? 

 
6. Are there people in the world that you think are too “dirty” to be around? 

 
7. What would you do if Jesus invited Himself to your house? 

 
8. Why do you think Zacchaeus gave people back 4x what he took from them? 

 
9. When Zacchaeus met Jesus it changed his life, how has Jesus changed your 

life? 
 

10. What do you think it meant when Jesus said, “Salvation has come to this house”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


